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The opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of CMT/ABATE Inc. or the Tennessee Mo-
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Robertson County Toy Run Dec. 7th. There were at least 18 motorcycles present!!!



Corporate Director   Scott Smith  423-571-6608  cmtabatedirector@gmail.com
Asst. Corporate Director  Joel Jernigan  615-391-7624  
Corporate Secretary   J. Robert Forbus 615-390 5645   Robert.forbus@robertforbus.com
Corporate Treasurer   Bette Stewart   615-579-6035   cmtabatetreasurer@gmail.com
Legislative    Danny Youngs  615-818-4171   Dannycmtabate@yahoo.com
Activities    Mark Waters  214-938-5405  MarkaWaters555@gmail.com
At Large    
Chaplain    Jack Jones   615-579-4112   jdj32k@yahoo.com 
Membership    
MRF     Ed Domine   931-774-9413   ed.d@juno.com
Newspaper    Shannon R. Gregory 615-479-2684   keeblersg@yahoo.com
PR/Communications   Shannon R. Gregory 615-479-2684   keeblersg@yahoo.com
Products              
Safety & Education   Carol Simpson  615-944-9797  csfreedom@aol.com
Sergeant at Arms  Bullet   615-758-8267

The objects and purposes of the Corporation shall be to form a united motorcyclist’s organization both at the individual local level and at the State 
level. The Members of the Corporation shall be dedicated to promoting fair motorcycle legislation and shall ensure their freedom by working to pre-
vent enactment of, or to repeal/modify existing unfair motorcycle legislation. The Corporation’s Members shall promote and maintain motorcycling 
safety and awareness programs in the community.

Contacts Corporate Level    Phone: 615-566-9936

Charter    Contacts      Meeting Times
Caney Fork   Terry Presley 615-642-8025   Last Sunday of the month @ 4 pm, 107 N   
    presley7290@yahoo.com  Fairview Ave., Gordonsville, 
     
Dickson/Humphreys/   Terry “Bub” Davis 615-969-3673 3rd Thursday @ 7, VFW
Hickman    terrybubdavis@yahoo.com  Dickson      
         
French Broad   Mark McCaw 309-582-4863  1st Sunday of the month @ Screwballs Bar  
    rooster15108@gmail.com  and Grill, Sevierville, 4pm

Montgomery County   Roy West 931-627-1917   1st Tuesday @ 7, Jackie’s Country Kitchen,   
    kountrycrazy@gmail.com  1578 Zinc Plant Rd,  Clarksville   
  
Music City    Wendell Baldwin 615-838-1490  1st Sunday @ 2, Skully’s
    wiggles1202@yahoo.com  Old Hickory      
  
Nashville    Jack Jones 615-579-4112   3rd Wednesday @ 7, Bikini Beach Bar
    jdj32K@yahoo.com    Antioch      
  
Northeast    Tom Kyner 423-921-4204   2nd Monday @ 7, Call for location
    tlkyner@gmail.com   
       
Robertson County   Roland Verchota 615-533-6368  1st Tuesday @ 7, Piggy Pit
    Verchotaw@bellsouth.net   Springfield      
 
Smith-Wilson-    David Marlin  615-319-8915     1st Sunday @ 2, The Roost
Stones River          Lebanon      
  
Sumner County   Jeff Hollins 615-808-1618   3rd Thursday @ 7, VFW
    jlhollis@yahoo.com   Hendersonville     
   
Upper Cumberland   Ron Erwin 931-879-3899   1st Sunday * Call for location    
  
Wheels of Thunder   Bob Celmer 901-465-7381   1st Thursday @ 7, Panchos     
         717 N. White Station Rd., Memphis
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Note: State Board Meetings are the second 
Sunday of March, June, September, and 
December
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Director’s Column

Scott Smith
CMT/ABATE INC
Corporate Director

CMT/ABATE, Inc. is not a “Biker Club”, 
but a non-profit, political organization 
that was formed to preserve freedom 
and safety for all Tennesseans who en-
joy motorcycling. Our major goals are to 
modify existing laws that are detrimental 
to motorcycle safety and enjoyment, and 
to enact new legislation in support of all 
motorcyclists who ride in Tennessee. If you 
are concerned about preserving personal 
freedom and motorcycle safety, please 
join us.

2020 Candidacy for Corporate Director
I would like to take this time to submit my candidacy for Corporate Director in 2020. 

It has been a great honor to serve CMT/ABATE, Inc. the past 1 ½ years as the current 
Corporate Director. Before that I served as the Assistant Corporate Director for this 
Organization up until the past Director retired. As my duties required that I was to fulfill 
that term until it was concluded. My gratitude and respect for the body of the Board 
has been overwhelming and I wish to conclude our new outlook for the future of this 
Organization. I feel that I have the same thoughts as the Boards outlook and positive 
image of trust and respect by our residents of this State, our State Representatives and 
Senators, Department of Safety and Homeland Security. I have been a Lifetime Member 
since 2007 of CMT/ABATE, Inc. and have believed in its Mission to march for Freedom 
of Choice, which I will march along its side. I also believe in the personal Safety and 
Education the Organization is providing for our public Citizen’s of this State. I have been 
a Business owner for over 35+ years, which I feel my efforts and experience would be 
beneficial to the Organization. With great respect to our members, your current Corpo-
rate Director.

Scott Smith

Welcome everyone to a new year 2020. 
Last year has been remarkable and re-
warding one. In case you haven’t heard, 
CMT/ABATE INC. won a plaque at the MRF 
Meeting of the Minds for the most renew-
als and new members. Our own Legisla-
tive Director, Danny Youngs was there 
to represent us, and as he stated it was 
knowledgeable and fun. 2020 is looking 
good for events and don’t forget our New 
Years Kickoff Party  is this January 18th 
at the Clarion Hotel on Spring street and 
1st street, here in Nashville TN. Member-
ship and Legislative meetings will start 
around 2:oo pm and open to the public. 
Members, bring a friend and meet your 
Corporate Board team. Until then we’ll 
see you all there.

For Immediate Release
November 20, 2019
Senate Hearing - Highly Automated 
Vehicles: Federal Perspectives on the 
Deployment of Safety Technology

Today the U.S. Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Science and Transportation 
held a hearing entitled Highly Automated 
Vehicles: Federal Perspectives on the 
Deployment of Safety Technology.  This 
hearing comes on the heels of a National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) board 
meeting yesterday regarding the investi-
gation of a March 2018 crash of an Uber 
Autonomous Vehicle (AV) that resulted 
in the death of a pedestrian in Tempe, 
Arizona.

The NTSB released some startling 
revelations in their investigation of the 
2018 deadly crash. Among those that the 
software did not properly identify the vic-
tim as a pedestrian, it did not adequately 
assess safety risks and the operator of the 
vehicle was watching a TV show on her 
phone and was not watching the road. 
Additionally, the NTSB cited an “inad-
equate safety culture” at Uber.

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
(MRF) applauds the NTSB and the U.S. 
Senate for holding public hearings on AV 
technology and safety concerns. The MRF 
is committed to fighting for the safety of 
motorcyclists as this new technology is 
deployed on our nation’s roadways. While 
we are hopeful that this technology can 
reduce accidents on our nation’s roads, 
we agree with the statement of Chairman 
Roger Wicker (R-MS) when he said of AV 
technology “I think a healthy degree of 
skepticism is a good thing.”

During today’s Senate hearing, it was 
especially important that two U.S. Sena-

tors specifically addressed the concerns 
of motorcyclists during the hearing. In a 
question directed to Joel Szabat, Acting 
Under Secretary of Transportation for 
Policy, U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion Senator John Thune (R-SD) asked, “In 
developing a regulatory framework for 
AVs can you speak to how other roadways 
users such as motorcycles are consid-
ered?” The Assistant Secretary responded 
by saying “Motorcyclists are well incorpo-
rated in the development of policy in the 
department.”

Senator Gary Peters (D-MI) echoed 
Senator Thune’s interest in motorcycles 
when he said, “I am avid motorcyclist. The 
number one reason for accidents is a car 
hitting a motorcyclist or a car pulling out 
in front of a motorcyclist.”

Other Senators include Sen. Cantwell 
(D-WA) raised concerns about the current 
deployment of AVs without minimum 
standards from the federal government, 
“We need some standards.” In response, 
Robert Sumwalt, Chairman of the NTSB 
agreed by saying that “Whatever is 
working now is not working as well as it 
should.” We at the MRF agree that mini-
mum standards should be in place as this 
new technology becomes more and more 
prevalent on the roads we all share.

Chairman Sumwalt of the NTSB closed 
the hearing with this statement, “I think 
that AV technology holds great promise 
to improve safety, but it has to be done 
properly.” We at the MRF could not agree 
more.

MRF President Kirk “Hardtail” Willard 
stated, "As a motorcyclist it offends me 
when bureaucrats are discussing various 
inevitable, emerging vehicle and ad-
vanced roadway technologies they default 

to classifying us as vulnerable and in need 
some sort of protection.  I would rather 
and especially in the specific case of 
Autonomous Vehicles we be thoroughly 
considered and fully recognizable and 
therefore not needing extra protection.  
As with anything affecting motorcyclists 
this is another example where the Motor-
cycle Riders Foundation will demand we 
remain a significant part of the strategy 
for roadway users."
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YOUR RIGHTS YOUR RIDE

Danny Youngs
Corporate Legislative 
Director

Legislative Director’s Ramblings
Hello everyone- We, CMT/ABATE Incor-

porated, are an advocacy group for Ten-
nessee motorbike riders since our initial 
founding and our mission remains that we 
work as a team for the rights, safety and 
freedom of Tennessee motorcycle riders. 
Faces and names may have changed- the 
core mission remains the same.

Well the meetings have been cancelled 

with EPA and Tennessee as emissions will 
be done away with state statewide effec-
tive 2021.

There has been not a lot going on 
concerning motorcycle riding as legisla-
tion has been idle for now so actually not 
much to report at this time. 
 Thanks
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Ed Domine
MRF State Rep
CMT/ABATE

MRF State Rep Report – 

“There is a real magic in enthusiasm. It 
spells the difference between mediocrity 
and accomplishment.”
– Norman Vincent Peale.

It would be easy to think that nothing is 
getting accomplished in Washington DC, 
with all the attention directed towards the 
impeachment proceedings.  But the gov-
ernment does keep grinding on in spite 
of all the distractions.  Here’s a run-down 
on the latest developments that we are 
tracking.

H. Res 255, the anti-motorcyclist profil-
ing resolution currently has 121 cospon-
sors from 42 states and one territory.  
From Tennessee, our thanks go to Repre-
sentatives Chuck Fleischmann and David 
Kustoff for supporting this effort.  If one 
of these is your US Representative, please 
send him a note thanking him for support-
ing this resolution.  For the rest of us, let’s 
send another note asking your represen-
tative to sign on to House Resolution 255.  
To make that easy, there is a pre-written 
letter that can be emailed from the MRF 
web-site, and it even identifies your rep-
resentative and emails it to them.  All you 
have to do is add your name and address.  
Get the letter in the Legislative Action 
Center at www.mrf.org.

Highway Bill - The current highway 
funding bill (the FAST Act of 2015) expires 
next December.  The MRF is working with 
several legislators to ensure the needs of 
motorcyclists are properly addressed in 
the new highway bill.  Below is the official 
position of the MRF for any new legisla-
tion:  
• Preserve the Motorcycle Education & 
Awareness Program Grant Funding (402 
funds); 
• Preserve the ban on federal funding for 
Motorcycle Only Checkpoints; 
• Preserve the NHTSA Lobbying Ban and 
expand to other federal agencies; 
• Preserve the Motorcycle Advisory Coun-
cil (MAC) to advise the FHWA; 

• Preserve motorcycle HOV lane access; 
• Oppose any motorcycling related federal 
blackmails or federal sanctions; 
• Monitor for any action that would nega-
tively impact motorcycles, motorcycling, 
and motorcyclists; 
• Advocate the integration of an updated 
federal definition of a motorcycle; 
• Advocate a mandate that autonomous 
vehicles must detect and respond to 
motorcycles; 
• Advocate for expanding opportunities to 
address motorcyclist profiling.

H.R. 5234, the Motorcyclist Advisory 
Council (MAC) Reauthorization Act, was 
introduced in November to reauthorize 
the MAC for six more years.  This bill also 
redefines the membership of the MAC, 
requiring representation by members for 
national motorcyclist’s organizations.  The 
MAC is responsible for providing advice & 
recommendations concerning infrastruc-
ture issues related to motorcyclist safety.  
The MRF attended the final meeting of 
the currently authorized MAC, and the 
council is drafting their recommendations 
for submittal to the DOT in January.  These 
recommendations will address several 
issues important to motorcyclists, and the 
MRF reports “that they addressed every-
thing from utilizing high friction pavement 
in some curves, uneven pavement and 
drop-offs, road construction grooving, 
steel plates, tar snakes (tar seals), chips 
and seal paving to road barriers.”

Autonomous Vehicle Legislation - Sena-
tor Roy Blunt (R-MO) is assisting the MRFs 
efforts in ensuring Autonomous Vehicle 
(self-driving cars) by submitting questions 
to NHTSA regarding AV vehicle standards, 
specifically on the transparency of devel-
opment and testing of how the vehicles 
will interact with motorcycles.  The MRF 
will review NHTSA’s response and develop 
any follow-up questions as needed.

Meeting of the Minds - Thank you to 
Danny Youngs for representing CMT/
ABATE at the 2019 Meeting of the Minds 

in Bloomington, MN.  And thank you to 
CMT/ABATE and the Charters that pledged 
to assist in covering the expenses for this 
event.

CMT/ABATE was awarded as the state 
with the “Greatest % Growth” in MRF 
membership for 2019.  Thank you to the 
Charters and members that made this 
possible.

The 2020 Meeting of the Minds will be 
September 24-27, in Indianapolis. It’s 
never too early to start planning – and 
this one is an easy ride.  It’s a great oppor-
tunity to get a larger group of attendees 
from Tennessee.  I’m sure Danny can tell 
you - this is an event that is sure to fire up 
your enthusiasm.  And your enthusiasm 
is what we need to move this organiza-
tion forward, and accomplish our goals of 
protecting our right to…
   ...Ride Free,
          - - Ed
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CMT/ABATE, Inc.
242 West Main St. 
#195, Hendersonville, 
TN 37075

BE A TENNESSEE MOTORCYCLIST BOOSTER!
CMT/ABATE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT AND WE

THANK YOU!

Editor’s Note: All information for the newsletter has to be sent electronically by the 10th of each month or it will not make it into the 
next edition of the newspaper. It MUST also be in electronic format! Please email your submissions to: keeblersg@yahoo.com.
Did we miss something or make an error? It was not intentional. Please keep us informed. Send event dates, articles, minutes, pictures 
etc. to keeblersg@yahoo.com. That being said, I am BIG on photos, I want more photos not only from events but of our members out 
there riding!
CMT/ABATE, Inc. is not a “Biker Club”, but a non-profit, political organization that was formed to preserve freedom and safety for 
all Tennesseans who enjoy motorcycling. Our major goals are to modify existing laws that are detrimental to motorcycle safety and 
enjoyment, and to enact new legislation in support of all motorcyclists who ride in Tennessee. If you are concerned about preserving 
personal freedom and motorcycle safety, please join us.

Paid Advertisement

MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 
SUPPORT THE ORGANIZATION THAT SUPPORTS YOU!!

Our hearts and minds are in the right place, but our bank account is nearly empty.
HELP TODAY!!
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2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
CMT/ABATE OF TENNESSEE

CHARTER EVENTS CALENDAR

ADVERTISE IN OUR 
NEWSLETTER

Do you know a business that could benefit 
from some affordable advertising to mo-
torcycle enthusiasts each month? Tell them 
about our newsletter.
Full Page—$130/mo.
Half Page—$70/mo.
Quarter page— $45/mo.
Business Card—$20/mo.
If interested, please contact the CMTABATE 
office at info@cmtabate.com or call 615-
566-9936 Deadline is the 10th of the month 
for the
following month’s issue. Ad payments are 
non-refundable. A typesetting fee may be 
charged for non-print ready ads. Please 
forward artwork in jpeg format if possible 
to newspaperabate@gmail.com
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ABATES PAGE OF SERVICES

“ABATE members helping ABATE members”

Robins Nest Tattoos
Hilham, TN 931-265-1972

Handgun Carry Permit Class
615-473-6493

Midtenn Motorcycle classes
Midtennmotorcycle.com

Family BBQ (Catering)
Dickson 615-521-1481

If you have a business or service you would like listed here, 
please email publisher@cmtabate.com and we’ll list it!

January 2020

February 2020

Feb. 11, Lobby Day at State Capitol in Nashville.
Feb. 22, Upper Cumberland Broomstick Tournament 
& Chili Cook Off.

Mar, 7, Caney Fork Turkey Shoot.
Mar. 10, State Capitol Day 10am to 2pm.
Mar. 14, SW/SR Look Twice Save a Life Poker Run.

Apr. 4, French Broad Spring Shake Down Poker Run.
Apr. 5, SWSR Meeting Easter Egg Hunt & in house 
Poker Run.
Apr. 11, Caney Fork Rodeo. (First State Points Rodeo)
Apr. 25, Sumner County and State Swap Meet.

May 2, French Broad International Female Day Ride.
May 8, Liberty Rally and Rodeo. (2nd State Points 
Rodeo)
May 9, Wheels of Thunder Strawberry Ride
May 16, SW/SR Memorial Day Ride
May 16, DHH Tattoo & Bick Show

June 6, Nashville Ride
June 7, Wheels of Thunder Cat Fish Ride
June 13, Upper Cumberland Corn hole tournament
June 14, SWSR Meeting & Flag Day Poker Run
June 27, Veterans Honor Ride in Wilson Co.
June 27, Caney Fork Humane Society Ride.
June 27, French Broad Summer Kick off Poker Run.

July 11, Caney Fork Tab Run.
July 11, Upper Cumberland Memorial Ride

Aug. 8, Caney Fork Fire Dep. Poker Run
Aug. 28, Southern Thunder Rally. (3rd State Points 
Rodeo)

Sep 12, SWSR Final State Points Rodeo.
Sep. 12, Robertson County Memorial Ride.
Sep. 24, MRF Meetings of the Minds.

Oct. 3, Caney Fork Izzy Benefit.
Oct. 4, Caney Fork Memorial Ride.

October 31, Caney Fork Truck our Treat
Oct. 31 DHH Toy Run

Nov. 7, French Broad Fall Fun Poker Run
Nov. 14, Caney Fork Turkey Shoot

Dec. 5, Caney Fork Toy Drive & Swap Meet
Dec. 5, Robertson County Toy Ride
Dec. 19, Music City Christmas Party



NASHVILLE

FRENCH BROAD

8

General Meeting Minutes for November 
3, 2019
Call to Order: Meeting was called to order 
at 4:15 p.m. at the Screwballs. Pledge of 
Allegiance observed. 
Director: Mark 
Treasurer: Sean 
We have $958.33 in account.  We do owe 
Sana for patches and work, waiting for her 
to give me a final amount to reimburse 
her. We have been reimbursed from the 
state for our last quad fold order. Will be 
ordering a new batch soon. Nothing else 
to report.
Sergeant of Arms: Travis: Not Present, 
nothing to report.
Activities: Corrine, Chili cook off Dec 15 
at Lads and Lass. Poker run on the 16th 
11-12 sign up. Christmas party Dec 7th 
at Mark and Carries following charter 
meeting. The State Party will be Jan 18th 
in Nashville. Next year’s events: April 4th 
poker run, June 6th and July 25th fund-
raisers. Toy Run in October. 
Membership: Carrie
Upcoming renewals: Sean 
Secretary: Nothing to report.
Legislative: Sean
We didn’t have a bill to be helmet free 
this year, we fully intend to next year. I 
highly recommend each of us contacts 
our legislators. Get to know them. Look 
up their history and voting record and 
community involvement. Do they re-
ally care about us, their constituents? If 
you’ve never called them or written them 
or met them, it’s important you do. They 
“represent” us. They don’t know how we 
feel about anything if we don’t let them 
know. While we are focused on freedom 
from tyrannical oppression by beaurocrats 
(my opinion) we also have to pay atten-
tion to all other matters. Look up your 
representative and see if they represent 
your beliefs. If not, share your beliefs with 
them. Thank them for representing us and 
praise their good and admonish their bad. 
They are people just like us and when we 
talk to them they know we are paying at-
tention and that goes a long way. I assume 
you are also a registered voter because 
you are willing to fight for your freedoms. 
The representative’s staff will probably 
check because in the end they just want 
your vote. 
We have the state New Years Kickoff 
Party on January 18th. It will be held in 
our state capitol and is a great event and 
time to meet our fellow freedom fight-

ers throughout the state. This is also a 
good opportunity to meet your reps. 
nothing like a face to face meeting and a 
handshake to keep it real. You can make 
an appointment with their staff, which is 
recommended, or stop by and see if they 
are available. Chances are they have a 
very busy schedule and will not be able to 
see you but you can meet their staff and 
leave word with them letting them know 
who you are and what you think about 
issues.  We also have a lot of great CMT/
ABATE members in the area too.
A quote from Benjamin Franklin:  “They 
who can give up essential liberty to obtain 
a little temporary safety deserve neither 
liberty nor safety “
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/legislators/
Our founders gave us liberty, it’s up to us 
to keep it! 
For Freedom, Sean
Old Business: Last month Carol Simpson 
from State came by to share some info 
with us as well as listen to our concerns.  
She handles safety and education and 
went over what is going on with the bud-
get derived by motorcycle funds as well as 
the changing demographics in the state. 
She recommends we apply for a grant to 
provide banners to help spread the word 
in East Tennessee. Thank you Carol for 
coming out here and for all you do!
Logos for a charter design are needed. 
Send your input and artistry to the board 
or Bullseye. 
Bring your vest to Sana for the patches 
and rockers to be sewed on.
New Business: Josh with Lads and Lass 
and Danger company is onboard with 
CMT/ABATE, his business has a good size 
footprint in the Knoxville motorcycle 
community and has partnered with us 
to get our word out. He’s handing out 
fliers and display a banner. He is holding 
a fundraiser for the Boys and Girls Club of 
Knoxville in the form of a chili cook off on 
December 15th. Let’s get as much support 
to his as we can. 
We are looking for local boosters for CMT/
ABATE. Boosters will have their info in the 
state newsletter as well as the charters 
when we get it up and running. 
Decembers meeting will be at Marks 
house at 5:30 with a party to follow.
Looking for a small table for the charter 
to use as a set up spot for functions. Jake 
and Samantha motioned to donate. Or-
dered before the meeting was over, Thank 
You Guys!
We are also looking for a banner for said 

table, Stan offered to purchase. Once we 
get our logo we will get it ordered. Thanks 
Stan!
There is collaboration for the National 
Women’s Ride on May 2nd, Carrie has 
participated in the past and with the new 
female members in the charter she would 
like to have our charter represent. Male 
members will support them to help make 
it happen.
Good of the Order: 
Stan made motion made to end meeting 
at 5:30 PM and Mark seconded.

Nashville Charter November 20, 2019
Minutes 
Pledge:  7:10
Dir Report:  Went to Smokies Alabama 
Woods then to Panama Beach Vacation. 
BMW Meeting Nov 10 Vet parade.
Assistant Report:  Not Here. 
Secretary:  Minutes Read and Accepted,
Treas:  We are at same in the Black. We 
will donate $50 to Outlaws at Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner and Collection of Warm Stand 
Down Donating Blankets and Coats.
Legislative Report: Danny Youngs has 
started his process of getting ready to 
represent us at the Plaza. New ideas for 
Specialty Plates for Motorcycles.  No news 
from Grant Fund. No products ordered 
yet we have $20000.00 for getting this. 
We should pursue new Legislatures there 
are over 30 new Representatives.  Recom-
mend we have a Lobby Day to meet them. 
We as an organization should do this. 
Old Business:  New Years Kick off Party 
Time Rent your Rooms! Nashville Charter 
is doing Selling Tickets for 2 Tickets for 
$5.00 to put your hand in bucket pull out 
1 bill each then you can pull a value of $1 
to $100 dollar bill.  Drawing on the 3rd 
Break. 
New Business:  Nashville Charter Runs 
Proposed - Bug Run Saturday in June 
sometime, 50/50 at the Beach on Sun-
days when they have bands We will do 3 
between May and September.  All Charter 
down Natchez Trace ending at Merry 
Whether Museum will have a 50/50 at 
the end Jack pick the date on a Saturday. 
BOD Elks lodge on airport road in Gallatin 
December 8th    1pm. 
Outlaws Thanksgiving Dinner Tuesday 
November 26th   need to be there by 5:30 
PM.  We will donate $50 motion passed 
and charter will pay for our meals.
Open Forum:  No Discussion
Motion to Adjourn 



CANEY FORK
DICKSON/HUMPHREY/HICKMAN
MONTGOMERY

SMITH /WILSON /STONES RIVER

NORTHEAST

ROBERTSON COUNTY

MUSIC CITY
SUMNER COUNTY

UPPER CUMBERLAND
WHEELS OF THUNDER

Want to be a part of this amazing
organization?

Fill out the application below & submit with
membership dues to the CMT/ABATE
office.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

New Member    Renewal
Member Number: _____________________
Type of Membership Desired:
 Full Member $30 ______
 Couple Member $40 ______
 Associate $10______
 Junior $10______
 Lifetime Membership $300______
 *a mailed paper is $30 a year

Change of Address:
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Name: _______________________________

Address: _____________________________

City: ________________________________

State: ______________ Zip: ____________

Phone: _______________________________

Email: _______________________________
Charter You Would like to Join:
_____________________________________
Are you a Registered Voter? Yes  No

How would like to receive your newsletter?
Email     US Mail
  
  Please mail to:
  CMT/ABATE, Inc.
  242 West Main St. #195
  Hendersonville, TN 37075
  615-566-9936
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Next Meeting December 18,2019 here at Bikini Beach Back Room!

Our meetings are held the 1st Tuesday of each month at the Piggy 
Pitt in Springfield at 7:00pm. Johann led us in the Pledge and 
George led us in prayer. Roland thanked everyone for coming. 
Samantha went over events. Don’t forget CMT Abate New Year 
Kick Off Party will be Jan. 18th, 2020 at the Clarion in Nashville. 
Make your reservations now or let Samantha know to book in 
the block of rooms. Our Christmas party will be Friday night Dec. 
6th at 7:00pm. Cost is $10 a person and all money goes to our 
general fund. Meat will be provided, just bring a side dish and a 
dirty Santa gift if you want to play. Toy run will be Saturday Dec. 
7th. We received thank you cards from Larry Binkley and Bobby 
Wooden. Treva went over the treasury report. Johann went over 
the Legislative. Welcome to our new member Scott, we are glad 
to have you. Scott also won the 50/50. Hope everyone has a 
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays.
Connie Jones

Dec. 1st 2019 Meeting was called to order by David @ 11:20 who 
also led us in the pledge all officers present. Treasury report given 
and approved
Activities: Sarah talked about BOD meeting coming up on Dec. 8th 
at Elks lodge and also of candy fork charter having a toy drive and 
car show.
Our Christmas party will be at the roost on Dec 21st and we will 
also do dirty Santa, bring a gift and finger foods. We will start at 4 
pm. Mark also talked about the kickoff party in Jan, if you haven’t 
made your reservations they need to be made. We also set our 
calendar dates for 2020 and our first ride will be Jan 1st to the 
bridge to honor all the ones we have lost. We will meet in Water-
town at the depot at 9:00 am k u at 10:30
Membership: We have2 new members: Zack Reynolds and brad 
cook, Robert and Jeanenne Geekie renewed their membership.
Sgt at arms: Everyone get along and ride safe
Motion to adjourn at 12:09 with our thanksgiving dinner follow-
ing. Lots of good food and a great time were had by all.
Director: David Marlin
Asst Director: Harold Houston
Secretary: Wanda Johnson 
Activities: Sarah Reece
Membership: Leslie Sullivan
Products: Kim Marlin
Sgt @ arms: Quint Reece
Road Captain: James Sullivan
Merry Christmas to all and ride safe
Wanda
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CMT/ABATE, Inc. 2020 Events and other popular motorcycle events
Feb. 11, 2020 Lobby Day at State Capitol in Nashville.

Feb. 22, 2020 Upper Cumberland Broomstick Tournament & Chili Cook Off.

Mar, 7, 2020 Caney Fork Turkey Shoot.
Mar. 10, 2020 State Capitol Day 10am to 2pm.

Mar. 14, 2020 SW/SR Look Twice Save a Life Poker Run.

Apr. 4, 2020 French Broad Spring Shake Down Poker Run.
Apr. 5, 2020 SWSR Meeting Easter Egg Hunt & in house Poker Run.

Apr. 11, 2020 Caney Fork Rodeo. (First State Points Rodeo)
Apr. 25, 2020 Sumner County and State Swap Meet.

Apr. 29, 2020 Thunder Beach Panama City.

May 2, 2020 French Broad International Female Day Ride.
May 8, 2020 Liberty Rally and Rodeo. (2nd State Points Rodeo)

May 9, 2020 Wheels of Thunder Strawberry Ride
May 16, 2020 SW/SR Memorial Day Ride
May 16, 2020 DHH Tattoo & Bick Show

May 28, 20202 MRF Bikers in the Beltway & National Motorcyclists Lobby

June 6, 2020 Nashville Ride
June 7, 2020 Wheels of Thunder Cat Fish Ride

June 13, 2020 Upper Cumberland Corn hole tournament
June 14, 2020 SWSR Meeting & Flag Day Poker Run

June 17, 2020 June Bug Boogie
June 27, 2020 Veterans Honor Ride in Wilson Co.
June 27, 2020 Caney Fork Humane Society Ride.

June 27, 2020 French Broad Summer Kick off Poker Run.

July 11, 2020 Caney Fork Tab Run.
July 11, 2020 Upper Cumberland Memorial Ride

July 16-19, 2020 Little Sturgis

Aug. 8, 2020 Caney Fork Fire Dep. Poker Run
Aug. 28, 2020 Southern Thunder Rally. (3rd State Points Rodeo)

Sep. 3, 2020 Hog fest Pelham Tn.
Sep 12, 2020 SWSR Final State Points Rodeo.

Sep. 12, 2020 Robertson County Memorial Ride.
Sep. 17, 2020 Harley Drags Bowline Green, KY.

Sep. 24, 2020 June Bug Boogie two.
Sep. 24, 2020 MRF Meetings of the Minds.

Oct. 3, 2020 Caney Fork Izzy Benefit.
Oct. 4, 2020 Caney Fork Memorial Ride.

Oct. 21, 2020 Thunder Beach Panama City
October 31, 2020 Caney Fork Truck our Treat

Oct. 31 DHH Toy Run

Nov. 7, 2020 French Broad Fall Fun Poker Run
Nov. 14, 2020 Caney Fork Turkey Shoot

Dec. 5, 2020 Caney Fork Toy Drive & Swap Meet
Dec. 5, 2020 Robertson County Toy Ride
Dec. 19, 2020 Music City Christmas Party
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HOUSE INTRODUCES MOTORCYCLE ADVISORY COUNCIL REAUTHORIZATION ACT
For Immediate Release
November 21, 2019

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, Congressmen Mike Gallagher (R-WI) along with Reps. Chris Pappas (D-NH), Harley Rouda (D-CA), and 
Troy Balderson (R-OH) introduced bipartisan legislation, Motorcycle Advisory Council Reauthorization Act.  The bill reauthorizes the 
Motorcycle Advisory Council (MAC) for six years and ensures national motorcycle organizations regain seats on the council. 
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF), along with our partners ABATE of Wisconsin, ABATE of Ohio, Harley-Davidson, and Ameri-
can Motorcyclist Association, have been hard at work over the past month ensuring the future MAC membership is representative 
of the riding community.  This legislation clarifies the membership of MAC which now will include five highway engineering experts 
from state or local governments, one state or local traffic safety engineer who is a motorcyclist, one roadway safety data expert on 
crash testing and analysis, and one representative from each of the following groups: a national association of state transportation 
officials, a national motorcyclist foundation, a national motorcyclist association, a national motorcycle manufacturing association, 
and a national safety organization.

“As the feds address the vast roadway infrastructure issues and emerging technologies surrounding vehicles and roads, there isn't a 
more appropriate time to re-establish the Motorcycle Advisory Council,” said Kirk “Hardtail” Willard, President of the Motorcycle Rid-
ers Foundation.  “It was originally and effectively designed to give motorcyclists a voice with regards to the unique challenges we face 
on two and three wheels when it comes to roadway design.”
The MRF is encouraged that this legislation will ensure that motorcyclists will continue to have an open dialogue with government of-
ficials about the unique characteristics and challenges that motorcyclists face when they are not adequately considered or accounted 
for as infrastructure programs are being discussed and implemented. We want to acknowledge and commend the relationships 
that our state motorcyclist rights organizations (SMROs), specifically ABATE of Wisconsin and ABATE of Ohio, established with their 
elected officials through attending events such as our annual lobby day, Bikers Inside the Beltway.  This event, along with active en-
gagement with members of Congress in their home districts,  helps the MRF identify the champions of motorcycle issues and achieve 
our goals.

“We are pleased that our elected representatives from the state of Wisconsin continue to lead the charge in advocating on behalf 
of the motorcyclists in the country,” said Steve Panten, Legislative Director for ABATE of Wisconsin, Inc. “I am encouraged that years 
of building relationships, both in our State and by coming to Washington, D.C., every year, continues to elevate our issues on Capitol 
Hill. We urge other SMRO’s to take the opportunity to do the same.”
The MAC, initially authorized in the SAFETEA-LU in 2005, allotted four of the ten members to consist of representatives from the 
motorcycling community from various state and federal motorcycle associations. In the FAST Act of 2015, Congress re-established 
the Motorcyclist Advisory Council in the Highway Bill to advise the Federal Highway Administration on “issues of concern to motorcy-
clists.” However, the MRF was disappointed the re-established MAC only included one seat for a representative of a national motor-
cycle organization. 

The Motorcycle Advisory Council provides the Secretary of the Department of Transportation (DOT), the Administrator of the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), and the Administrator of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) with 
expert first-hand knowledge of motorcycle issues. “Motorcycle registration is at an all-time high, but this increasing popularity has 
brought with it increasing risks, such as fatal accidents,” said Rep. Gallagher. “Motorcycles require specific – and in some cases dif-
ferent – requirements of roads, and we need an open dialogue between the motorcycle community, infrastructure experts, and the 
federal government to discuss these challenges.”  The MAC serves as the only official forum for the motorcycle community to have 
an open dialogue with the federal government to discuss concerns with infrastructure design, issues with intelligent transportation 
systems, and other areas of safety affecting motorcycles on the road.

“With the number of motorcycles currently on the road, it is critical that the road designers and transportation engineers under-
stand the way that motorcycles and motorcyclists interact with the roadways as well as other vehicles using those same roads,” said 
Ed Schetter, Executive Director for ABATE of Ohio, Inc.  “Motorcyclists need to be present to help recognize those needs and ensure 
that motorcycles maintain their place on the road and can be safely operated into a future where technology is creating more and 
more challenges.”

MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 
SUPPORT THE ORGANIZA-
TION THAT SUPPORTS YOU!!
Our hearts and minds are in 
the right place, but our bank 
account is nearly empty.
HELP TODAY!!
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Mark Buckner Inducted into 
the AMA Hall of Fame

For Immediate Release
December 9, 2019

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
would like to congratulate Mark Buckner, 
past president, longtime leader and MRF 
Freedom Fighter Hall of Fame member on 
his induction into the American Motor-
cycle Association (AMA) Motorcycle Hall 
of Fame. On Friday December 6th, during 
the 2019 AMA Legends & Champions 
Weekend.

Mark Buckner began his leadership in 
motorcyclists' rights advocacy in the late 
1980s as the state coordinator for ABATE 
of Colorado. In 1992, Buckner joined 
the Motorcycle Riders Foundation board 
of directors, becoming MRF president 
and chairman two years later. During his 
tenure, the MRF implemented strategic 
planning processes which led to the orga-
nization's financial stability and significant 
growth.

December 6, 2019
RIDING FREE FROM DC:

Autonomous Vehicle Hearing Follow Up:
At nearly every Congressional hearing, lawmakers are allowed to submit additional questions for the record to the witnesses. This 

enables lawmakers to ask specific and detailed questions, and it forces witnesses to respond in writing to these questions.
Following the Senate hearing on autonomous vehicles (AVs) two weeks ago, Senator Roy Blunt (R-MO) submitted two official ques-

tions for the record directed to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). 
Many stakeholders have requested that AVs meet a “vision test” safety standard to ensure driverless vehicles are able to effectively 

identify and respond to all roadway users including motorcyclists, pedestrians, and cyclists. What is NHTSA’s position on prescribing 
such standards?  Would third party verification of such standards be an approach that NHTSA would recommend?

As AV technology and testing continues to increase, does NHTSA support transparent reporting by manufacturers of test results so 
that members of the public can review the data? Specifically, would searchable data about how these new products interact with 
non-AV roadway users like motorcyclists, pedestrians and cyclists be an important tool for the public?

We at the MRF are eager to see the responses from NHTSA. Thank you, Senator Blunt, for pressing NHTSA to think about basic 
safety standards and the need for transparent reporting by AV manufacturers. We’d also like to thank the riders in Missouri for help-
ing build a strong relationship with Senator Blunt’s office and educating him on the priorities of motorcyclists.

Show Leather Lobbying

This week, the MRF D.C. team hit something of a milestone. We completed our 227th in-person meeting this year with House of 
Representative offices on H. Res 255, the motorcyclist profiling resolution. There are 435 Members of the House of Representatives, 
meaning that we have now physically been in the office of over half of the House offices on Capitol Hill (technically we are at 52%).

What have we learned during those 200 plus meetings? First, there is no substitute for an in-person meeting. Sitting across the 
table from staff talking about motorcycles is just more powerful than sending an email or making a phone call.

Second, to paraphrase Forrest Gump, “You never know what you are going to get.” We have walked into meetings confident we will 
find an ally only to be disappointed. Conversely, we’ve started a meeting thinking we had no chance for success only to be pleasantly 
surprised. That’s why it’s important to show up and ask because you really never know!

Third, our members make an impression. We can’t tell you how many times we’ve mentioned our relationship with the SMRO’s and 
the Congressional staffer says, “Oh yeah I remember them, they were here in May.” Your work during Bikers Inside the Beltway and at 
local events back home matters! The staff remembers how passionate and committed you are, and it helps lay a solid foundation for 
the D.C. team.
We will continue to pound the Halls of Congress, but we made sure to ask Santa for more business cards and comfortable shoes so 
we can maintain the fight in 2020.
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The Motorcycle Riders Foundation Executes Strategic Alignment
For Immediate Release
November 25, 2019

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) Board of Directors is pleased to announce we have renewed our Governmental Affairs 
Consulting Agreement with Husch Blackwell Strategies (HBS) for another year.  We will continue to be represented by lobbyist Wil-
liam “Rocky” Fox of HBS.

Tiffany Cipoletti, formerly the MRF’s Director of Operations, will now serve as our Director of Government Relations. In her new 
role, she will focus on carrying out the MRF’s Legislative Strategy, provide support for our national motorcyclists’ lobby day held an-
nually in May known as Bikers Inside the Beltway, she will also remain the Editor of our magazine, the American Bikers Journal.

To maintain focus on our legislative imperatives, we have decided to move our offices into HBS office space located inside the Con-
gressional beltway. 

Consistent with our desire to have the Washington D.C. Operation focus on our legislative strategy we have entered into an admin-
istrative contract with JPK Services.

JPK services will be responsible for membership services, day to day accounting, provide phone services, and support Bikers Inside 
the Beltway and Meeting of the Minds.
The MRF’s phone and e-mails will not change, our mailing address will now be:
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation
P.O. Box 250
Highland, IL 62249.
MRF President Kirk “Hardtail” Willard stated that this has been in the works for some time and he commended the MRF Board of 
Directors in having the wisdom to align our D.C. resources to maintain sole focus on our legislative activities while improving member 
services, the administration of the MRF, and importantly in a cost-effective structure through an independent contractor.

FYI: Last Thursday, at the "Faith & Recovery Conference" 
at Trevecca Community Church, Nashville, Tennessee; the 
Tennessee Department of Mental Health & Substance 
Abuse Services awarded Pastor Ron Baptiste the first 
Faith & Recovery Visionary Award; "for taking his posi-
tion and influence to fundamentally change the narra-
tive around welcoming and supporting individuals with 
substance use issues on their path to recovery. He has 
moved beyond the language of moral failing, recognizing 
the brain science of addiction and applied proven recov-
ery strategies in his community." 

To be found faithful,
Pastor Ron
www.covenantconfirmers.org 



Tennessee
Motorcyclist

Boosters
GOLD

Kelly Appleton 7/20
In Honor of Jerry King 10/20

SILVER
Outlaws MC 6/20

Montogomery Co. Charter 4/20  
Caney Fork Fallen Riders 4/20

David Marlin 7/20
J.L. And Betty Bush 12/20

BRONZE
Tommy Simpson 6/20

Shannon R. Gregory 4/20
Carol Simpson 4/20

Kim Marlin 4/20
Lynn Greenwood 4/20

Charles Mantooth 10/20
Raymond Lawrence Jr 12/20
Monabelle Lawrence 12/20

Jim Hammonds 12/20

BASIC
Wayne Shaub 4/20

William Guffey 10/20

Basic $10, Bronze $25, Silver $50, Gold $100
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Deadline for submission will be the 10th of the month for next month’s publication. NO EXCEPTIONS!
Articles submitted after this date will be held for the next month, with the exception of time sensitive material. We welcome 
your opinions, comments, complaints and suggestions. Articles and photos pertaining to all things motorcycle are welcome. 
Photos must include, taken by, who is in the photo, what is happening in the photo, when was the photo taken and where 
was the photo taken at. We also need the authors contact information for verification purposes only. All articles will be 
edited for content, clarity, grammar and spelling. All ad copy must be sent to the editor at keeblersg@yahoo.com All ad pay-
ments should be sent to the main office at 242 West Main St. #195, Hendersonville, TN 37075. Include the ad you’re paying 
for and how long paid ad will run.


