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CMT/ABATE,INC. “ALL CALL” FREEDOM FIGHTER DAY 
MARCH 22, 2016  -- 10 AM THROUGH 2 PM

STATE LEGISLATIVE PLAZA NASHVILLE TENNESSEE
GATHER AT HEARING ROOM 16 LP AT 10 AM 

PICK UP LEGISLATOR TOKEN GIFTS AND LEGISLATOR LOCATION LISTS FOR DELIVERY
AND MORE INFORMATION FROM CMT/ABATE LEADERSHIP ABOUT GOALS OF THE DAY

 CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION: themotorsickledoc@yahoo.com  (TONY) -- 615 390 5645 (JOHANN) –615 944 9797 (CAROL SIMPSON)  



Contacts Corporate Level    Phone: 931-761-8162

Charter    Contacts      Meeting Times

Caney Fork   Terry Presley 615-642-8025   Last Sunday of the month @ 5 pm, Caney   
                 presley7290@yahoo.com  Fork Motors, 378 Cookeville Hwy, Carthage
     
Dickson/Humphreys/   Mark Proctor 615-477-0171   3rd Thursday @ 7, VFW
Hickman         Dickson     
 
French Broad   Scott Smith (423)571-6608  1st Tuesday of the month @ Apehangers   
    wt1011@icloud.com   Ontheriver  Del Rio
Montgomery County   Jesse Henne 931-980-7548   1st Monday @ 7, Sunshine Restaurant,   
    crazyboy135@gmail.com   3195 Fort Campbell, Clarksville   
  
Music City    Wendell Baldwin 615-838-1490  1st Sunday @ 2, Skully’s
    deadeyewb@aol.com   Old Hickory      
  
Nashville    Jack Jones 615-579-4112   3rd Tuesday @ 7, Bikini Beach Bar
    jdj32K@yahoo.com    Antioch      
  
Northeast    Todd Cloud 423-963-8344  1st Monday @ 7, Call for location
    toddcloud9@gmail.com   
       
Robertson County   Roland Verchota 615-533-6368  1st Tuesday @ 7, Piggy Pit
    Verchotaw@bellsouth.net   Springfield      
 
Smith-Wilson-    Jerry King 615-364-1378   1st Sunday @ 2, Smitty’s
Stones River          Lebanon     
 
Smoky Mountain   Kevin Haley 931-307-4031  1st Wednesday @ 7, Hooters in Maryville
    kjhaley2012@gmail.com
  
Sumner County   Jeff Hollins 615-452-0409   3rd Thursday @ 7, VFW
         Hendersonville     
      
Tennessee Valley   Mark Moore 423-570-0250   3rd Sunday @ 2, Call for location    
    Yog1958@yahoo.com   Chattanooga Area     
  
Upper Cumberland   Ron Erwin 931-879-3899   1st Sunday * Call for location    
  
Wheels of Thunder   Bob Celmer 901-465-7381   1st Thursday @ 7, Panchos     
         717 N. White Station Rd., Memphis
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Corporate Director  J. Robert Forbus 615-390-5645  robert.forbus@robertforbus.com
Asst. Corporate Director
Corporate Secretary  Rebecca Foss  615-572-6813  secretary@cmtabate.com
Corporate Treasurer  Bette Stewart  615-579-6035  treasurer@cmtabate.com
Legislative   Tony Dabbs  931-627-5370  themotorsickledoc@yahoo.com
Activities   Carol Crowson  615-281-7279  rosedaiquari@yahoo.com
At Large   Angel   248-884-1880  mcocangel@aol.com
Chaplain   Jack Jones  615-579-4112  chaplain@cmtabate.com
Membership
MRF    Ed Domine  815-370-7801  ed.d@juno.com
Newspaper   Shannon R. Gregory 615-479-2684  keeblersg@yahoo.com
Office Manager  Dean Lucas  931-761-8038  info@cmtabate.com
PR/Communications  Rhonda Rae Williams 931-205-2644  rhondaraewilliams@gmail.com
Products   Faith Hawkins  615-944-9806  batswoman77@yahoo.com
Safety & Education  Mark Moore  423-570-0250  yog1958@yahoo.com
Sergeant at Arms  Bullet   615-758-8267
Webmaster   Carl Richardson 313-378-7450  webmaster@cmtabate.com

The objects and purposes of the Corporation shall be to form a united motorcyclist’s organization both at the individual local level and at the State 
level. The Members of the Corporation shall be dedicated to promoting fair motorcycle legislation and shall ensure their freedom by working to 
prevent enactment of, or to repeal/modify existing unfair motorcycle legislation. The Corporation’s Members shall promote and maintain motorcy-
cling safety and awareness programs in the community.



Note: State Board Meetings are the second Sunday of 
March, June, September, and December

Want to be a part of this amazing
organization?

Fill out the application below & submit with
membership dues to the CMT/ABATE
office.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

New Member    Renewal
Member Number: _____________________
Type of Membership Desired:
 Full Member $30 ______
 Couple Member $40 ______
 Associate $15______
 Junior $10______
 Lifetime Membership $300______
 *a mailed paper is $30 a year

Change of Address:
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Name: _______________________________

Address: _____________________________

City: ________________________________

State: ______________ Zip: ____________

Phone: _______________________________

Email: _______________________________
Charter You Would like to Join:
_____________________________________
Are you a Registered Voter? Yes  No

How would like to receive your newsletter?
Email     US Mail
  
  Please mail to:
  CMT/ABATE, Inc.
  P.O. Box 962
  Sparta, TN 38583-0962
  931-761-8162

Director’s Column

3

Members, my column is just a bit longer than usual. Since my last 
message, we have received the grant for Safety and Awareness. The 
monies are deposited and we are ready to roll. As soon as products ar-
rive, I will work with the Smith/Wilson/Stones River Local Charter folks 
to help them get the message out.

Members from the Nashville and Smokey Mountain Local Charters 
manned the booth at Easyriders and signed up several new members.

I have continued meeting with some of the other groups outside yet 
affiliated with CMT/ABATE Incorporated and receiving input regarding 
how we can help them. In my opinion their needs are our needs as 
well, and I will communicate the specifics to those State Board officers 
responsible.

Food for thought…
A long-time member of the Robertson Local Charter made an observa-
tion and offered his remarks to me while we were at the recent New 
Year’s Kickoff event – there was a room full of grey hair and he and I are 
part of that senior group as well. His question; how do we recruit and 
maintain younger members? My short answer to him was that many 
of us joined CMT/ABATE Incorporated as young men and women when 
we were in our late twenties to mid-thirties and we remember the 
reason(s) that we joined and stayed; but what about now?
An entire generation has passed since the early days of our Organiza-
tion and there are different ideologies aka generational differences 
across the spectrum of motorbike riders regarding the “but, why me, 
and what’s in it for me?” when it comes to the personal commitment 
of preserving the ability to merely ride a motorbike as well as the other 
things associated with it. I cannot “place my finger on it” regarding how 
a younger person could be urged to join our organization and I don’t 
think anyone in our age group can. The answer lies with that group of 
motorbike riders and we need to find it and use it.
Please remember our core mission and pay particular attention to 
Tony Dabbs’ column for legislative strategy and action. I close with 
the reminder that elections for State Board executive positions and 
non-executive positions will occur during the March 2017 State Board 
meeting. Questions? Call me.
Stay warm and keep that battery at 13.2 volts and keep those tires at 
correct pressure – we’ll be riding soon!

J. Robert Forbus
(Interim) Corporate Director
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YOUR RIGHTS YOUR RIDE

Tony M. Dabbs
CMT/ABATE State Legislative Director

Well, I reckon its best to jump right in 
and get to the subject we all want to know 
about. This session is going to be very dif-
ferent where the helmet law modification 
bill is concerned. With changes in the Sen-
ate, getting our bill through is practically 
impossible. Norris and Hensley are the 
only firm supporters we have in Senate Fi-
nance Committee. Don't give up just yet. 
A bill is good for both sessions of the Gen-
eral Assembly. We have a lot of work to do 
this session and next on the matter. Bear 
with us and be ready to contact legislators 
when we need it. Constituents are the key 
to changing the current helmet law.

This next item has been addressed at 
more than one legislative meeting, but 
there are still folks that aren't aware of 
what was decided to do on its behalf. Road 
guards or flagmen, as the State calls them, 
can be a delicate matter with law enforce-
ment. Folks have been directing traffic 
since the first farmer moved a herd or flock 
from one pasture to the next. You are ex-
pected to direct traffic around a disabled 
vehicle on the road. Construction workers 
are constantly waving the orange banner 
of surrender on the interstates that keep 
us from our work and, yes, even that cold 
one we all deserve at the end of a long 
hard day. Oh, we must not forget that bik-
ers have been kind enough to hold up traf-
fic at times so that a procession of riders 
might safely enter the flow of traffic. This 
has been done as long as there has been 
traffic. Some counties have no problem 
with the act, but the State does have some 
guidelines for doing this. Our plan was to 
meet with all concerned departments and 
have road guards included with construc-
tion workers when it comes to being able 

to temporarily control the flow of traffic on 
a public road. This would simply require an 
addition to a current departmental policy 
without the burden of creating another 
law or adding to the abundance of taxes 
we already pay. Every time we make a new 
law to regulate our actions we are taking 
away a little bit more of our personal rights 
and freedoms.

Representative Dawn White and Senator 
Todd Gardenhire were asked by a constitu-
ent to run a bill to certify road guards for 
memorial rides. I highly respect both of 
these legislators not only for the type of 
people they are, but for the type of legisla-
tion they tend to run. Both have supported 
motorcyclists across the State by work-
ing with CMT/ABATE on some of our bills. 
(Okay, so Gardenhire hasn't helped on the 
helmet bill, but give the man credit. He has 
helped on other things and believe it or 
not, is a member of CMT/ABATE Inc.) Some 
riders really do think a helmet will protect 
them until they learn different. Acting as 
good statesmen, they drafted a bill, but 
were unaware that we had already laid 
some groundwork to solve this problem in 
a much more efficient manner. Every type 
of procession needs to be included, from 
old cars to bicycles and horses and not 
just bikers on memorial rides. They agreed 
with our approach and have graciously giv-
en us the time to do what we can do about 
making things right for all.

Representative Tillman Goins and Sena-
tor Mike Bell are no strangers to working 
on behalf of bikers. Both have been win-
ners of champion awards and have shown 
time and time again that they stand with 
us. HB0002/SB0465 would allow motor-
cycles to use the shoulder of the interstate 

when traffic drops to 25 mph and get to 
the closest exit. This is a common sense 
bill with the safety of bikers in mind. You 
guessed it, Colonel Trott opposes this. We 
support it and it wouldn't hurt for your leg-
islator to know that this is a good bill and 
needs to pass. It just might save your life.

Representative Joe Pitts and Senator 
Mark Green have both gone to bat for us 
before. HB0019/SB0152 would allow mo-
torcycle dealerships to apply for a permit 
to set up at a different location one day 
year and sell bikes. This doesn't seem like 
a big issue, but current law prohibits this. 
After reading the bill I came across one 
flaw, existing shops and dealers weren't 
taken into concern. I'm sure Appleton's 
wouldn't want Mid-South Motoplex to set 
up next door and sell motorcycles even if it 
was just one day a year. A buffer zone is re-
quired. Representative Pitts took time out 
of his busy schedule to meet with Johann 
and myself and was very pleased that we 
had brought this to his attention. He did 
ask what would be a good buffer zone, 
but I thought it best he speak with shop 
owners in his district and get their opinion. 
Booger Watson was the first to come to 
mind and the representative thought this 
was a fine idea. Yes we do more than just 
push the helmet bill.
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ADVERTISE IN OUR 
NEWSLETTER

Do you know a business that could 
benefit from some affordable adver-
tising to over 750 motorcycle enthu-
siasts each month? Tell them about 
our newsletter.
Full Page—$130/mo.
Half Page—$70/mo.
Quarter page— $45/mo.
Business Card—$20/mo.
If interested, please contact the CMT-
ABATE office at info@cmtabate.
com or call 931-761-8162 Deadline 
is the 10th of the month for the
following month’s issue. Ad payments 
are non-refundable. A typesetting fee 
may be charged for non-print ready 
ads. Please forward artwork in jpeg 
format if possible to newspapera-
bate@gmail.com
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CMT/ABATE, Inc.
P.O. Box 962
Sparta, TN 38583-0962

BE A TENNESSEE MOTORCYCLIST BOOSTER!
CMT/ABATE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT AND WE

THANK YOU!

Editor’s Note: All information for the newsletter has to be sent electronically by the 10th of each month or it will not make it into the 
next edition of the newspaper. It MUST also be in electronic format! Please email your submissions to: keeblersg@yahoo.com.
Did we miss something or make an error? It was not intentional. Please keep us informed. Send event dates, articles, minutes, pictures 
etc. to keeblersg@yahoo.com. That being said, I am BIG on photos, I want more photos not only from events but of our members out 
there riding!
CMT/ABATE, Inc. is not a “Biker Club”, but a non-profit, political organization that was formed to preserve freedom and safety for 
all Tennesseans who enjoy motorcycling. Our major goals are to modify existing laws that are detrimental to motorcycle safety and 
enjoyment, and to enact new legislation in support of all motorcyclists who ride in Tennessee. If you are concerned about preserving 
personal freedom and motorcycle safety, please join us.
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2017 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
CMT/ABATE OF TENNESSEE

CHARTER EVENTS CALENDAR

March 2017
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MARCH
4 CaFo Chili Cook off
12 BOD

APRIL
1 NoEa Membership ride
8 MoCo Poker Run
16 TnVa Fun Run
23 SWSR Easter Egg Hunt
29 CaFo Swap Meet

MAY
7 FrBr Legislative Ride
13 DHH Bike & Tattoo Show
12-14 Liberty Rally
20 SWSR Swap Meet
27 CaFo Family Day at Agree Park

JUNE
3 Nashville Canoe Run
9-11 SWSR State Points Rodeo
11 BOD
24-25 FrBo State Points Rodeo

JULY
4 Smoky Mountain Charter Parade Gatlin-
burg
15 SWSR Robin Long Memorial Poker run
22 Up Cu Memorial Ride
22 CaFo Scavenger Hunt & Poker run
30 TeVa Awareness Ride

AUGUST
12 CaFo Canoe Run
19 CaFo Relay for Life
25-27 STR
26 CaFo Bike Show

SEPTEMBER
09 CaFo Poker Run
10 BOD
16 FrBr 2nd Annual Moonshine Poker Run
23 NoEa Fall Ride

OCTOBER
15 Smoky Mountain Toy Run
13-15 SwSr State Points rodeo Finals
21 Nash Fall Pumpkin Fest & Swap meet
28 DHH Toy Run

NOVEMBER
4 SwSr Toy Run and Chili Cook Off
18 CaFo Turkey

DECEMBER
1 Smoky Mountain Christmas parade 
Gatlinburg
2 CaFo Toy Drive                                                                             
10 BOD
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CANEY FORK 
DICKSON/HUMPHREY/HICKMAN

MONTGOMERY

SMITH /WILSON /STONES RIVER

NORTHEAST

ROBERTSON COUNTY

NASHVILLE

MUSIC CITY 

TENNESSEE VALLEY  
SUMNER COUNTY 

UPPER CUMBERLAND 

WHEELS OF THUNDER 

SMOKY MOUNTAIN 

FRENCH BROAD

Our meeting was started off by Wendell, 
and led in prayer by Eddie. 
We had approx. 30 members in attendance, 
and we welcome all new members and 
guest. Wendell informed us we have a new 
Lifetime member which is Bobby Smith, 
owner of Skully's, and some who renewed 
their memberships. Awesome!

Brenda "Piper" Bolton reminded us of her 
yearly St Patty's day ride on March 18th, KSU 
at noon leaving Skully's and returning back 
to Skully's.  She asked Doc to be there for a 
prayer before we leave.  We will be going to 
new stops and look for her schedule on face-
book or our Abate site.. We will be stopping 
at each stop approx. 30 mins before leaveing 
out , it will be at least 100 mile round trip, 
and ask everyone please try to stay together. 
Music City members will lead and road 
guard.  She will have flyers at our March 
meeting as well.

Doc spoke about the intervention ride, set 
for April 8, 2017..  This will be a non alcohol 
ride.  We will leave from Ruth Ensor United 
Methodist Church near Skully's.  KSU at 
11:00 a.m.  We will finish at Oak Hill Assem-
bly Church. and upon return to Doc's church, 
fellowship and dinner.  Doc and Miss Lynn 
dedicate this program to young and old alike 
leading them closer to our Lord and any ad-
dictions or problems they may have.  He will 
be getting flyers together before our March 
or April meeting.

Carol Simpson spoke about our upcoming 
BOD meet March 12th..at Skully's.. There are 
positions needing to be filled, so if you are 
interested in running for one of these posi-
tions Come to the meeting to learn more..  
Again spoke of everyone needing to contact 
the guys whom make decisions of our Free-
dom to Choice Laws, so, everyone Please let 
your Repersenitives know what you want.. 
Also a video will be put on YouTube.  Keep 
your eyes open for futher word on that.

Do not forget out Liberty Rally Mothers Day 
weekend.  Friday night Glenn will do Karaoke 
and Saturday there's going to be a band.  It's 
always a good time!

Amanda gave a big shout out to Hattie for 
doing a great job for our events and helping 
out keeping things going. Yes there will still 
be STR, with improvements in the making.. 
everyone knows they don't like changes, 
but we are making some and getting better 
every year.

Hattie and Rita are ordering new Music City 
shirts, and soon we will know exacaly what 
we are getting and prices.

For everyone out there Ride safe, keep 
those brothers and sisters in Prayers, and Be 
kind to one another.. Crash (Sharon)

Our meeting was held 2/7/17 at The Pitt 
in Springfield. Jeff led us off in the Pledge 
and George led us in prayer. Treva went over 
the Treasury Report and Samantha talked 
about what a big success The New Year Kick 
Off party was in January. Thank you to all 
that came and participated in this year’s 
event. Very body had a great time and good 
food and music. We will be having a benefit 
on March 11th at 12:00pm at The Pitt in 
Springfield for Baby Karson, Donnie and 
Tara Stubblefield’s grandson. He was born 
premature and is still in the hospital. He is 
coming along well. All the money raised will 
go to pay hospital bills. There will be more 
information to come later. A big praise goes 
out to Roland and his good news from the 
doctors, he is doing very well now. Johann 
went over the Legislative and George won 
the 50/50 and donated the money back 
to our down biker fund. Thank you. A big 
thanks to The Pitt for our chili supper. 
Connie Jones

The SWSR Charter February 5, 2017 meet-
ing was called to order at 2:03 PM followed 
by Jerry leading us in the pledge.  There 
were 20 members and 4 visitors present.  All 
officers present except Legislative, Secretary 
and Chaplain.
Treasury Report:  Given and approved
Secretary Report:  N/A will give at March 
meeting
Activities:  Kim covered current and upcom-
ing events.  Jim MaHoney spoke of an event 
in May that he would like our help on.  All 
proceeds go towards funding handicap day 
camps and events.  He will get back with us 
on a date for that.  Kim said she would follow 
up with Cassaundra and also Cody about 
food vending for our events this year.  
Membership:  Leslie said no new mem-
bers this month or renewals.  We have 74 
members.  Discussion on what we can do to 
get more members participation at events, 
meetings etc.  February Birthdays are Teresa, 
Resa, Linda, Dale, Ken, Tabitha, David and 
Kim…Happy Birthday everyone!!!  
Legislative:  N/A
Products:  We have products available….see 
Resa!!!
Safety: Ernest showed us the safety books 
that have come in and handed them out.  
Very basic.  Great job Ernest!
Old Business:
Jerry mentioned that it had been talked 
about to merge with Caney Fork.  They have 
decided to wait a few months and maybe 
revisit the idea depending on participation 
from their charter.  We voted that if the time 
came and they wanted to merge we would 
love to have them.  We will continue to sup-
port each other either way.
New Business:
Kim said continue to keep Bullit in your 
prayers.  He is home from the hospital but 
still recouping.  
Kim said she is interested in and running for 
the Corporate Membership position and 
would appreciate everyone’s support.  Hope-
fully we can grow as an organization and 

continue to make a difference!  
Mark discussed doing the Don’t Ride Fried 
Carnival at the Spring Thaw at the Wilson 
County Expo Center on March 18.  Motion 
made to adjourn at 2:50 PM…..Be safe!  Kim 
Marlin (Kim covered minutes for Ruth)

Minutes for Feb 2017
Old Business 
Wood carving is confirmed to be ready by 
the March table at the Ice Bears game
Treasury report provided and accepted
New Business
Candles were sold at the Easy Rider show 
starting the fund so the first round of 
bumper stickers could be ordered. The final 
companies and organizations for funding will 
be determined after more communication 
with possible sponsors and sources. More lo-
cations for consignment of the candles need 
to be determined. They are at two locations 
at the moment. 
NCOM
Introduction to NCOM and it's purpose and 
advantages. Members were in agreement in 
a vote to be part of NCOM individually
Questions were addressed and dates for 
meetings
Upcoming Events:
March St Patty's day ride is set up and 
published material for distribution are being 
produced now. Invites for other events were 
approved by vote to be part of. 
OAA event was discussed and the members 
who will attend were determined

Ron opened the meeting and Mike led 
us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  The team 
waived reading of last month’s minutes and 
Dean gave the Treasurer’s report.  
Legislative:   Safety & Education is getting a 
$5k grant – had to use “Don’t Ride Fried”.   
Working on a “0” fiscal note for freedom bill 
to bypass Finance Committee.
Activities:  All should be working on obtain-
ing Sponsors for “Charter Fun Run” and 
“Liberty Rally”.  For Liberty Rally Karaoke 
confirmed Friday night and live music Satur-
day night (welcoming back “Rusty Rooster”) 
- Smith/Wilson/Stones River heading the 
bike games starting at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday. 
Old Business:  Membership cards working 
well when participating at an ABATE event.
Meetings schedule:  March 5th at Obed 
Hideaway  (Crossville); April 2nd Whistle 
Stop (Static); May 7th Boone’s Saloon (Mon-
roe); June 4th Trina’s home
Meeting concluded with 50/50 (Alright 
Ron!); Membership draw-Cajun, where are 
you?    AND many thanks to Scooter’s for 
hosting us.   Don’t forget to sign up for the 
2018 Boogie Cruise (4nights/5days Feb 26th-
March 2nd 2018) 
Ride on … Lillian Stager
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SOAP BOX
This is a new page I am including to give everyone a voice in our paper! As long as it is kept fair and clean… by that I mean no calling 

out people or calling them names… Cages are acceptable for cars and trucks. They will be edited for grammar, punctuation, content and 
clarity.
Please submit your comments and thoughts about whatever…

Thank you
The editor

As I write this at the 
end of January, the 
weather was totally 
weird. Highs in the 
70s, then 5” of snow 
afterwards the temp 

Commentary

goes back up into the 50’s and 60’s. Haven’t 
seen a January like this in a long time. On 
the 21st in Nashville, same day as the CMT/
ABATE’s kickoff party. The high was around 70 
degrees’ that day. The kickoff party was great 
but before there was a 2-hour Legislation 
meeting. Tony Dabbs did a great job and pro-
vided a lot of information which I’m sure he 
is covering in his legislative report. As for the 
kickoff party, it was great! I sat up at the front 
entrance table and checked folks in. I person-
ally met some really interesting members 
and guests as they were coming to the party. 
The food, WOW! If you walked away hungry 
it was your own fault. Some members made 
their own signature food. One of the mem-
bers I had the pleasure to meet was Keebler, 
(Shannon) publisher of the newsletter.  If you 
ever get a chance sit down and chat with him, 
he’s a great conversationalist. For those that 
didn’t make it or were there last year and you 
couldn’t make this year we’ll see ya next year. 
After a couple hours had gone by, I was re-
lieved and able to go mingle inside. Hats off 
to the band, they were really good and the 
girl could sing.  There were games you could 
play, Chinese auction, dancing. All I can say 
is all members should go to this every year. 
Bring friends with you, too.  Everyone just 
simply had a great time and I can’t wait till 
next year’s kickoff party.  February is now 
upon us and the winter cold is finally here; 
we’ll all make our plans for our events to 
come. It’s also a good time for recruiting new 
members. Until next time, stay the course 
and keep the mission in your heart, only then 
we can thrive as one.
Scott Smith 

EASYRIDERS SHOW AT THE MUSIC 
CITY CENTER

January 28, 2017 was the EASYRIDERS 
Show again at the Nashville Music City cen-
ter.  CMT/ABATE showed their presence there 
again this year. We applied for one booth, 
and were blessed to have two for the price 
of one.  Good thing, we really filled the two 
spaces with our banners, tables and litera-
ture we handed out.  We saw many people 
we knew, and many we didn’t.  It’s always 
good to “introduce” unsuspecting people 
to CMT/ABATE. Surprise, many people have 
never heard of us, and this event gives us a 
great opportunity to introduce ourselves to 
them.  They are always impressed when we 
show them the great work we do with Mo-
torcycle Safety and Awareness and our grass-
roots activism at the Capitol with our Lobby 
team and Lobby Day of Members.

Kevin Haley, director of the new Smokey 
Mountain chapter and his assistant director, 
came over Friday night and helped to set 
up. They stayed all day Saturday and helped 
to disassemble and pack everything in the 
booth and toted all the stuff to the car for 
Bette and Carol. They, along with Camden 
“Shorty” Price worked the booth the entire 
length of the show.  Others who pitched in 
and helped were Interim State Director Jo-
hann Forbus, State Chaplain Jack Jones, and 
Lifetime member Brent Perry.

We had a FREE raffle for MEMBERS ONLY.  
First prize was a $50 gift card from America’s 
Power Sports, and second prize was a “gift 
bucket” including a trickle charger, donated 
by Kevin Haley and the Smokey Mountain 
Charter (they started out as Madisonville 
Charter, but no one knows where Madi-
sonville is and EVERYONE knows where the 
Smokey Mountains are!!)  1st prize was won 
by Smith-Wilson-Stones River member and 
2nd prize was won by Dickson/Humphreys/
Hickman charter.  So this was a good market-
ing project to get acquainted with members 
from all over the State, and also to get people 
to purchase new memberships so they could 
get ticket for the FREE RAFFLE.

I would like to say, anytime there is an event 

to promote CMT/ABATE to the motorcycling 
public; please think about volunteering some 
of your time.  We all enjoyed working togeth-
er and we also had “break time” to go out 
and look at all the jazzy bikes and variety of 
vendors.

Thanks to all that stopped by, those that 
signed up or renewed as members, and es-
pecially those who helped make the CMT/
ABATE booth at Easy Riders VERY successful.

Hope to see you at an event soon!
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After a several year hiatus of receiving 
grant money from the Motorcycle Rider Edu-
cation Program on the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Safety, our patience and persever-
ance has paid off. A point of conversation 
with recent appointee Chief McGriff, Deputy 
Commissioner of Department of Safety was 
the history of CMT/ABATE receiving grant 
money for Safety and Awareness, including 
our Don’t Ride Fried Carnival. (This meet-
ing took place in November.)  The next day 
we were notified that the grant would be 
revived, with a small amount to be awarded 
to us for the early part of 2017. The process 
of having a contract drafted and signed and 
then getting the check took a couple of 
months.

On February 2, 2017, Interim State Director 
accepted the check from Chief McGriff.  Pic-
ture includes Chris Gobble, legislative liaison 
from Dept of Safety, Johann, Chief McGriff, 
and Elizabeth Stroecker, legislative liaison.

A surprise included in the grant contract 
was the stipulation that CMT/ABATE, Inc. 
present the Don’t Ride Fried Carnival at 
the Tennessee Legislature, so that elected 
officials, staff, lobbyists and other visitors to 
Legislative Plaza would see what we, and the 
Department of Safety are doing for Motor-
cycle Awareness and Safety.  (This produc-
tion will take place on March 22.) (See more 
information elsewhere in this newsletter).

The Don’t Ride Fried Logo and an image 
of the yard signs that will be available at the 
March Board meeting of CMT/ABATE are 

GRANT FROM DEPARTMENT OF 
SAFETY REVIVED

included near this article.
Kelly Appleton, Owner of Mid Tenn Mo-

torcycle Education Center has contacted us 
and congratulated us for bringing back the 
Don’t Ride Carnival, and has made a gener-
ous donation to the grant fund.  Heartfelt 
“THANK YOU” to the MREP and Chief McG-
riff for their confidence to revive our grant 
and to KELLY APPLETON for her support and 
encouragement.

On Feb. 4, 2017, Carol Simpson, J. Rob-
ert Forbus, and Dawn Gregory, met with 
Dan Meredith, the host of the “Veritas Po-
puli” show, to discuss motorcycle helmets, 
helmet laws and the freedom law we have 
been trying to pass.

The “Veritas Populi” show is a public 
access program in which they explore sub-
jects, whether cultural, political, historical, 
or spiritual, that are for most part avoided 
or ignored by the mainstream media.

Their approach is unapologetically Chris-
tian, Conservative, and Constitutional in 
their approach.  They believe that "The 
truth, no matter how hard it is rubbed, 
only shines brighter!"

You can go to their web site at 
www.veritaspopuli.com  and watch epi-
sode 6 or search them on YouTube.com
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Love him or hate him, Donald John Trump is 
the POTUS for the next four years.
I received an invitation to attend this historic 
event and I just felt I had to go to this one. 
Our beloved Country is failing and elections 
are an important part of our system. For those 
of you who think a POTUS should be declared 
the winner by popular vote then the majority 
of the States would be disenfranchised be-
cause just the population of California alone 
overshadows most other States. Hence, the 
Electoral College ensures that every State has 
a say in who become POTUS.

The crowds were a sea of red and white 
Trump hats and every three-letter agency 
was present: FBI, CIA, DHS, etc., troopers, 
border patrol, capitol police, and law enforce-
ment from many other States. Our National 
Guard, US Marshals, Secret Service, and ev-
ery branch of our Military were there to pro-
tect and direct.

I had the opportunity to talk to Senator 
Corker and our Governor about issues re-
lated to motorcycles over lunch in the Sen-
ate Building after the Inauguration. Bikers for 
Trump 2016 were pivotal in this election and 
our new Vice President, Mike Pence, rides, 
too.

Attending the 2017 Inauguration of the POTUS:
I am hopeful that this administration will not 
be dragging their feet on important issues 
that face our country including health care, 
our veterans, our borders, our military and 
those that enforce the laws, save lives, jobs 
and immigration and appointing people to 
the SCOTUS.

Doing our part as citizens to retain our 
freedoms and way of life is important and 
it helps prevent Sharia law from using our 
laws against us by declaring it discriminates 
against those that want Sharia Law, sanctuary 
cities, and no go zones.

The wave of pink hats - I watched women 
protesting in a vulgar manner without even 
knowing what they were protesting against. 
Who were these ridiculous adult children 
who think they are entitled to everything 
without working for it just because they want 
it. The men that just went to be with these 
women making fools of themselves, are also 
fools.... even when asked, they had no clue 
what the issues were and they were just led 
blindly through the streets by somebody with 
a microphone or a lame "celebrity" that has 
body guards and pulls down a triple zero pay-
check.

Very few women there even knew that the 

organizer of the protest was a Palestinian pro-
moting Sharia Law. I was there to celebrate 
the Inauguration of our new President of the 
United States and give him a chance to put 
some strength back into our country. People 
had to give Obama a chance because he was 
elected and now we have President Trump 
that was elected… but this time, nowhere in 
Washington, DC did I see a protest group that 
I would have been proud to join. 
No women protesting child trafficking.
No women protesting domestic violence.
No women protesting genital mutilation.
No women protesting child brides.
No women protesting common core.
No women protesting ISIS.
No women protesting honor killings.
In my opinion, there is a difference between 
being a feminist and being a liberated wom-
an. A liberated woman appreciates, and 
likes, a man with balls. A feminist just wants 
to collect all the balls and show them to her 
friends. I am proud to be a liberated woman.
Freedom is the goal…never stop protecting it.
Respectfully submitted by:
Angel
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January 21, 2017, we did it again!!  This 
was the 11th year for the annual Kick-off and 
Membership drive party.  Another great suc-
cess. (see the pics adjacent to this article)

What a time!  The party was full of fun, 
food, music, prizes and best of all, friends. We 
had a record number of rooms booked at the 
hotel this year and once again the food table 
was full of wonderful food from the best 
cooks in Tennessee.  The auctions were won-
derful and everyone enjoyed winning items 
donated by our own members. The auction 
helps pay for the room we have this event in 
every year. Thank you all for your support.

A new item this year was the “Plinko” game 
where everyone won something.  Thank you 
Shawn and Lucinda for running our newest 
entertainment.  I hope everyone who tried it 
found it fun.

The Crossroads Band rocked again as peo-
ple danced the night away.  Thank you so 
much for supporting our event.  We all look 
forward to their great music.

Thanks to everyone who came to the party, 
hope to see you all around the State at the 
many events that are planned.  Support for 
our organization by attending events help to 
keep us going strong. Plan to attend as many 
as you can.

Thank you all,    
Bette Stewart, Treasurer

GATHERING AT THE CLARION FOR THE 11TH YEAR!
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"CMT/ABATE,Inc. leadership lobbying 
EVERYONE possible at Legislative Plaza"
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SMITH/WILSON/STONES RIVER CHARTER -- CMT/
ABATE

PRESENTS OUR ANNUAL
     SWAP MEET 

LOW KEy CyCLE
1013 W. MAIN, LEBANON, TN
SATURDAy, MAy 20, 2017

9 AM – 4 PM

IN THE HEART OF LEBANON!!!
PARTS, PARTS, AND MORE PARTS!!!!

NEW/USED/TAKE-OFFS/SCRATCH AND DENT

 LEATHER/JEWELRY/T-SHIRTS AND MORE!!

GATE ENTRANCE IS $5.00 WITH 12 AND UNDER FREE!

 

VENDOR CHARGE IS $20.00 WITH 2 FREE ADMISSIONS
FOR EVENT OR VENDOR INFO PLEASE CONTACT:

KIM MARLIN:  615-310-3436 

Sponsored by Renee, Robert and the crew at Low Key 
Cycle

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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Please visit the CMT/ABATE, Inc. “DON’T RIDE 
FRIED” CARNIVAL, at Both Barrels Spring Thaw, 

March 18
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THE SMITH/WILSON/STONES RIVER 
CMT/ABATE CHARTER INVITE YOU 
TO OUR 4th ANNUAL EASTER EGG 

HUNT!!!!
AT THE ROOST-5859 HARTSVILLE PIKE, LEBANON, TN

SUNDAY APRIL 23, 2017 AT 1:00 PM

There will be an Easter Egg hunt for the kids and also a separate one for 
the "Big Kids". We will also have food available.

Bring your kids and your grandkids or even your neighbors and their 
kids!!! This will be a great opportunity for members to bring their family/

friends/neighbors.
 Please contact Kim Marlin at 615-310-3436 about volunteering or donations. 

EVERYONE COME ON OUT AND LET'S HAVE FUN!!!!
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Thanks for Your Support!!
Charter Support for State          2017
    Pledge Totals  YTD
CaFo    50   
DHH    25   
FrBr   10   120
MoCo       
MuCi    50   600
Nash    50    600
NoEa      7.50     30
RoCo   50             
SMMT       15
SWSR                  
SuCo                      
TeVa      
UpCu    25     50
WoT           100
Updated February, 2017

Welcome New Members!

Tennessee
Motorcyclist

Boosters
GOLD

Tommy Jones          2/17
Gary Hensley              3/17
Caney Fork Fallen Members3/17
Mark Waters                 10/17
Smith Wilson Stones River    12/17

SILVER
Outlaws MC                     6/17
Brent Perry             2/17
Dean Lucas            2/17

BRONZE
Tommy Simpson                 6/17
Jeff & Leona Choate            8/17
Ken Miller             10/17             
David Mantooth                   10/17

BASIC
William Guffey              9/17
Jim Hammonds           10/17
Sandra Barker           10/17
Jeanne Teeter             1/18
Herbert Denton               1/18
Tim & LeAnn Petty             4/17

Basic $10, Bronze $25, Silver $50, Gold $100

YOUR ADD 
HERE $20

SWSR Gary Lanier
SWSR Vicky Lanier
FrBr Sean Casey
CaFo Teresa Presley
DHH Rodney Browning
DHH Ashli Browning
SWSR Dylan Sullivan
SWSR Quint Reece
RoCo Bob Scheel
RoCo Donnie Stubblefield
RoCo Tara Stubblefield
RoCo Michael England
RoCo Kristy White

RoCo Mark Shaw
RoCo Cynthia Wilson
AtLa Dawn Gregory
CaFo Justin Carver
CaFo Haley Jones
MuCi Kristina Pruitt
MuCi Micky Reynolds
MuCi Debra Neal
Nash Jeri Jackson
SWSR Colby Roberson
SWSR Cortney Waters
SuCo Susan Hayes
SuCo Russ Sutton



Deadline for submission will be the 10th of the month for next month’s publication. NO EXCEPTIONS!
Articles submitted after this date will be held for the next month, with the exception of time sensitive material. We welcome 
your opinions, comments, complaints and suggestions. Articles and photos pertaining to all things motorcycle are welcome. 
Photos must include, taken by, who is in the photo, what is happening in the photo, when was the photo taken and where 
was the photo taken at. We also need the authors contact information for verification purposes only. All articles will be 
edited for content, clarity, grammar and spelling. All ad copy must be sent to the editor at keeblersg@yahoo.com All ad pay-
ments should be sent to the main office at P. O. Box 962 Sparta, TN 38583-0962. Include the ad you’re paying for and how 
long paid ad will run.


