Why Join ABATE?

While talking to some people at a bike event, one of them asked me why I had joined ABATE.  The whole answer was a little longer than I figured the person wanted to hear and it got me to wondering what the real answer would be.  I think I can answer it by telling you some things I would like to be able to do.

Some evening in the near future, I would like to be able to come home from work, hang out for a while, then get on my bike and ride to an ABATE meeting without bothering to put on a helmet.  A do-rag works just fine, thank you very much.

On the way to the meeting, I would like to be able to make a left turn onto Nonconnah Blvd. without having to have help from some cage behind me to make the light turn green.

When I’m surrounded by cars, I’d like to know that at least a few of drivers were made aware in state sponsored driver’s ed that motorcycles do count, and that by law, I have a right to have my own lane all to myself.

It will be my motorcycle that I’m riding and I’d just as soon not have head bolts designed to break should I decide to make some modification to my engine.  Also, if it’s not asking too much, I’d like to be able to equip my motorcycle with mufflers that make a sound pleasing to me which also allows the thing to run the way it should run. 

If I am so unfortunate as to have an accident along the way, I’d like to be comfortable knowing the health insurance I get at work will not refuse to pay the hospital bill just because I have chosen to ride a motorcycle.

I want to see a few thousand bikes show up in Nashville to demonstrate for motorcycle friendly legislation.  Among those bikes, I want to see trail bikes, dirt bikes and metric cruisers and Japanese cruisers and maybe some Harleys.  

In short, I want to be able ride to my ABATE meeting without the government I’m helping to pay for screwing with me.  I’m willing to join up with some other people who feel the same way and do a little work to make it happen. And do you know what?  Since making those things happen will involve working with motorcycle people, I know that I’m going to have a lot of fun along the way.  ABATE is working to make all those things come true.
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