Positive Financial Impact of Helmet Modification Bills
The most common argument for maintaining mandatory helmet laws is the “cost to society” when adults are allowed to ride free.  What rarely is heard is the actual significant positive economic impact on a state’s economy.
Our neighbor to the north, Kentucky, has seen a significant increase in motorcycle registrations since modifying their mandatory helmet laws. Registrations have gone from 44,490 in 2000 to 66,779 in 2003.
Arkansas modified their helmet law in 1997.  In the six years after the modification the motorcycle registrations in the state more than doubled (15,953 in 1997 to 36,367 in 2003).  Collected sales tax on bike and accessories doubled.  Tourism dollars grew significantly.  The economic gain to Arkansas tripled the ‘estimated costs’ to society in that state.  And, the stated ‘costs’ included off-road ATV’s.
During the “first full year” of Florida’s modified helmet law motorcycle registrations were up 20.4% in that state.  The represents an increase of 40 thousand new motorcycles on the roads.  Based on the 40,000 new motorcycles on the road that year, ABATE of Florida estimates of what this amended law brought into the economy of Florida:
40,000 new motorcycles at an average of $10,000 each:  $400 million

Sales tax on motorcycles at 6%:  $24 Million

Registration fee on motorcycles:  $1.44 million

Change of title:  $1.19 million

Total:  $426,634,000
This total is almost one half a BILLION dollars in one year that was put into the economy of the state of Florida.  Over $25 million went directly into the state treasury for the budget.  This also does not include the tourist money that increased because of Florida being a freedom of choice state.  In 2001 over $300 million was spent in Florida at Bike Week during a ten day period.  
On September 30, 2010, we had 161,032 street motorcycles registered in Tennessee. If we were to apply the same 20% growth figures that Florida experienced, that would mean the potential for:
32,206 new bikes at an average of 11.5K each:  $370,369,000.

Sales tax potential (at 7.00%): $25,925,830 for the Tennessee’s state budget

Registration fees for 32,206 new bikes @ $17.00 would be $547,502.

Add in the income from Change of title, and sales of apparel and accessories (and sales tax on them), we come up with well over a HALF A BILLION DOLLARS of positive economic impact to our state economy.
The potential increase in tourism dollars from motorcyclists is great, and many areas, both metropolitan and rural, within our state will benefit financially.
